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Greetings from the President

At our annual meeting during the AAAL Conference in Portland, Oregon, we will have 
an opportunity to hear about the research of our 2016 Emergent Scholar Awardee, Dr. Zak
Lancaster. We will also hear from members of the newly formed GRADNASFLA group 
(http://nasfla.weebly.com/gradnasfla.html) and their visions for our future meetings and 
their research. 

We will have time to brainstorm about committee work for the 2018 International 
Systemic Functional Congress (ISFC) that will take place in Boston (see more 
information in Maria Brisk’s note). We will need to recruit volunteers for the conference, 
so we hope you can share your time and talents with us. If you can’t attend the meeting, 
please send us an email to let us know you would like to help. We will also be presenting 
the 2017 NASFLA award for an outstanding emergent SFL scholar 

List of Officers 

President: Ruth Harman, University of Georgia
Vice-President: Marianna Ryshina-Pankova, Georgetown University
Secretary: Dong-shin Shin, University of Cincinnati
Newsletter editors: Rachel J. Pinnow, University of Missouri and Andrés Ramirez, 
Florida Atlantic University  
Webmaster: Jackie Nenchin, Molloy College

Business Meeting

North American Systemic Functional Linguistics Association
AAAL/Portland, Oregon/2017

Business Meeting
Sunday, March 19, 2017, 12:25 to 1:50 pm
Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront 

Columbia Room

Meeting Agenda
1. Dr. Zak Lancaster, Promising Scholar Awardee, 2016
2. Announcement of NASFLA Promising Scholar awardee, 2017
3. Launching of GRADNASFLA 
4. Planning ISFC 2018 in Boston
5. Break out groups
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NASFLA Promising Scholar Award 

This award is given by NASFLA in recognition of a pre-tenure scholar who is in the first
five years of her his/her career and who has made outstanding contributions to applied
linguistics through use of systemic functional linguistics as a theoretical framework, an
analytical tool, and/ or pedagogical resource. 

Last year’s award was given to Dr. Zak Lancaster, an assistant professor of English at 
Wake Forest University.  The 2017 NASFLA Promising Scholar Award recipient will be 
announced at the AAAL’s Conference NASFLA business meeting. The awardee will 
receive an Equinox one year’s subscription to their online SFL ebook package (comprised
of online access to all of their SFL-related books plus the journal Linguistics and the 
Human Sciences). 

SFL-Related Awards

Dr. Maria Brisk
2016: AERA Bilingual Research SIG Lifetime Achievement Award 

Dr. Luciana de Oliveira

2017: AERA Second Language Research SIG Mid-career Award 

 

SFL-Related AAAL 2017 Conference Presentations

Colloquium

1. Using Systemic Functional Linguistics & Genre-based Pedagogy to Scaffold Reading 
and Writing in History

Sun, March 19, 1:50 to 3:30pm, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Oregon G

Organizer: Silvia Pessoa, Carnegie Mellon University

Papers:
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 English learners writing from primary sources in middle school history: 
Disciplinary literacy tools and a focus on language. Mary J. Schleppegrell, 

 SFL-informed Genre-Based Professional Development: Historical Accounts in 
Middle School, Ruth Harman, Nicole Siffrinn, Patrick Wesley Williams 

 Learning History in a College Foreign Language Classroom, Mariana Achugar

 Scaffolding Argumentative Writing at University Level: Development & 
Differences in Student Uptake, Silvia Pessoa, Ryan T. Miller, Thomas Mitchell
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Papers

1. The Genre-Based Approach informed by Systemic Functional Linguistics to Teaching 
Writing in Arabic

Sat, March 18, 8:35 to 9:05am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Portland

Presenter: Myriam Abdel-Malek

2. Pre-Service Teachers and Educational Linguists Exploring Language Together: Using 
Systemic Functional Linguistics to Understand Academic Language Use

Sat, March 18, 1:50 to 2:20pm, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, Oregon
C

Presenter: Joshua M. Shultze

3. Classroom Talk to Connect Multiple Representations to Build up Mathematical 
Concepts

Sun, March 19, 8:35 to 9:05am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Oregon C
Presenters: Hyunsook Shin, Sangchil Lee

4. Students' Writing in the Jamaican Creole-Speaking Context: An Ecological and 
Systemic Functional Linguistic Analysis
Sun, March 19, 8:35 to 9:05am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Belmont

Presenter: Shondel Nero

5. Developing knowledge of the language of science: Implementing science 
notebooks in elementary classrooms
Sun, March 19, 9:10 to 9:40am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Oregon C
Presenters: Shannan Fitt, Lisa A. Gross
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6. English language learners construct scientific explanations: Using Systemic Functional
Linguistics to engage in science discourse practices

Sun, March 19, 10:10 to 10:40am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Oregon C
Presenter: Magdalena Pando
Non-presenter: Zenaida Aguirre-Munoz

7. Challenging Raciolinguistic Discourses in U.S Schools: An Alternative Model of 
“Languaging” in the Science Classroom
Sun, March 19, 10:45 to 11:15am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Oregon C
Presenters: Lourdes Cardoza-Gaibisso, Ruth Harman

8. A new lens for an old debate: Applying the Douglas Fir Model of SLA to grammar
instruction in EAP writing
Sun, March 19, 4:00 to 4:30pm, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Willamette

Presenter: Anna Mendoza

9. An investigation of the development of scientific conceptual thinking in 
undergraduate STEM laboratories through linguistic analysis
Mon, March 20, 3:00 to 3:30pm, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, Pearl
Presenter: Seth Lawrence King

10. Various Conceptualizations of Academic Register at Secondary School Level
Mon, March 20, 4:35 to 5:05pm, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Columbia
Presenter: Didem Aydin

11. Reconceptualizing Teachers’ Work: A Hallidayan Perspective of Social    Semiotics in
Action in an Urban High School

Tue, March 21, 8:00 to 8:30am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Salmon
Presenters: Meg Gebhard, Kathryn Wolf Accurso

12. Genres of the Common Core State Standards Student Writing Corpus: A 
Systemic Functional Linguistic Analysis
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Tue, March 21, 8:35 to 9:05am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Salmon

Presenters: Luciana de Oliveira, Marshall Klassen

 

13. Construing Evaluation through Patterns: Register-Specific Variations of Evaluative It-
extraposition

Tue, March 21, 10:10 to 10:40am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Salmon
Presenter: Jihua Dong

14. Syntax Use in Small Group Discussions and Argumentative Writing of Bilingual 
Elementary Students

Tue, March 21, 9:10 to 9:40am, Marriott Portland Downtown Waterfront, 
Salmon
Presenters: Renata Love Jones, Yalda M. Kaveh, Joelle Pedersen
Non-presenter: Patrick Proctor
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SFL-Related Conferences: 2017-2018

Date Conference Location
2017 American Association of Applied Linguistics Portland, Oregon

Mar. 18-21
May 26-28 62nd Annual Conference of the International 

Linguistic Association
City University of Hong 
Kong, Hong Kong

June 29- 
July 1

European SFL Conference Salamanca, Spain

July 10-14  44th International Systemic Functional 
Congress

University of Wollongong,
Australia

TBA XIII Latin-American SFL Conference Cordoba, Argentina
2018

July 23-27 45th International Systemic Functional 
Congress

Boston College
Boston, MA    U.S.A.

July European SFL Conference Pavia, Italy
TBA XIV Latin American SFL Conference Brazil (to be confirmed)

SFL-Related Publications: March 2016 – March 2017

These references are a compilation of the SFL publications that we collected from 
NASFLA members’ input and academic database searches. If any SFL-related 
publications are missing from the current list, please send us those publications for next 
year's newsletter.

Accurso, K., Gebhard, M., & Selden, C. (2016). Supporting L2 elementary science with
SFL in an age of school reform. In L. de Oliveira & T. Silva (Eds.), Second 
language writing in elementary classrooms: Instructional issues, content-area 
writing and teacher education (pp. 126–150). New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Achugar,  M.  (2016)  Discursive  processes  of  intergenerational  transmission  of  recent
history: (Re)Making our past. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Achugar, M., & Schleppegrell, M. J. (2016). Reflective literacy and the teaching of 
history. In W. Bowcher & J. Y. Liang (Eds.), Society in language, language in 
society: Essays in honour of Ruqaiya Hasan (pp. 357-378). Houndsmills, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan.
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Alyousef, H. S. (2016). A multimodal discourse analysis of the textual and logical 
relations in marketing texts written by international undergraduate students. 
Functional Linguistics, 3(3), 1-29. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.5750/bjll.v1i0.1047

Alyousef, H. S., & Mickan, P. (2016). Literacy and numeracy practices in postgraduate 
management accounting. In R. Fidalgo, T. Olive, A. Archer, & E. O. Breuer 
(Eds.), Studies in writing: Multimodality in higher education (Vol. 33, pp. 216-
240). Leiden: Brill Publishing.

Berry, M. (2016). Systemic Functional Linguistics and teachers’ knowledge about 
students’ writing. Knowing About Language: Linguistics and the Secondary 
English Classroom, 173.

Briones, R. R. Y. (2016). Textual Analysis through Systemic Functional 
Linguistics. JELTL (Journal of English Language Teaching and 
Linguistics), 1(2).

Brisk, M. E. (2016).  Multimodal reports in elementary school classrooms.  In M.F. 
Alexandre & C.A.M. Gouveia (Eds.), Theory, application, analysis: Studies in 
systemic functional linguistics (pp. 281304).  Lisbon, Portugal: CELGAILTEC.

Brisk, M. E. (2016). Genres in writing collaborative project. In H. de Silva Joyce & S. 
Feez (Eds.), Exploring literacies: Theory, research and practice (pp. 287-292). 
New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Brisk, M. E., Kaveh, Y. M., Scialoia, P., & Timothy, B. (2016). Writing arguments: The 
experience of two mainstream teachers working with multilingual students. To 
appear in C.P. Proctor, A.G. Boardman, & E. Hiebert (Eds.), English learners and
emergent bilingualism in the Common Core era. New York: Guilford.

Brisk, M. E., Nelson, D., & O’Connor, C. (2016). Bilingual fourth graders develop a 
central character for their narratives. In L. de Oliveira & T. Silva (Eds.), L2 
writing in elementary classrooms. New York: Palgrave/MacMillan.

Brisk, M.E. & Zhang-Wu, Q. (2017).  Academic language in K-12 contexts. In E. Hinkel 
(Ed.), Handbook of research in second language teaching and learning. Third 
Edition (pp. 82-100). New York, N.Y.: Routledge.

Butt, D. G., & Webster, J. J. (2017). The logical metafunction in systemic functional 
linguistics. The Routledge Handbook of Systemic Functional Linguistics, 2.

Chang, P., & Schleppegrell, M. J. (2016). Explicit learning of authorial stance-taking by 
L2 doctoral students. Journal of Writing Research, 8(1), 299-322.

Chen, Y. (2016). Reconstructing classical Chinese fables through modern adaptations: A
functional comparative study. Social Semiotics, 1-13.
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Danielsson, K. (2016). Modes and meaning in the classroom–the role of different 
semiotic resources to convey meaning in science classrooms. Linguistics and
Education, 35, 88-99.

Davidse, K. (2017). Systemic functional linguistics and the clause. The Routledge 
Handbook of Systemic Functional Linguistics, 79.

De Costa, P. I., & Jou, Y. S. (2016). Unpacking the ideology of cosmopolitanism in 
language education: Insights from Bakhtin and Systemic Functional Linguistics. 
Critical Inquiry in Language Studies.

DeJarnette, A. F. (2016). Students’ discourse when working in pairs with Etoys in an 
eighth-grade mathematics class. Language and Education. Advance online 
publication. doi: 10.1080/09500782.2016.1141934

de Oliveira, L.; Sembiante, S.; Ramírez, A (in press). Bilingual Academic Language 
Development in Mathematics for Emergent to Advanced Bilingual Students. In 
Crespo, S et. al. (in preparation). Access and Equity: Promoting High Quality 
Mathematics in Grades 3-5. National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM). 

de Oliveira, L. C., & Silva, T. (Eds.) (2016). Second language writing in elementary 
classrooms: Instructional issues, content-area writing, and teacher education. New
York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 
de Oliveira, L. C. (Ed.) (2016). The Common Core State Standards in Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects for English Language 
Learners: Grades 6–12.

 
de Oliveira, L. C. (2016). A language-based approach to content instruction (LACI) for 

English language learners: Examples from two elementary teachers. International 
Multilingual Research Journal, 10(3), 217-231.

 
de Oliveira, L. C., & Avalos (in press). Critical SFL praxis among teacher candidates: 

Using systemic functional linguistics in K-12 teacher education. In R. Harman 
(Ed.), Critical Systemic Functional Linguistics Praxis in Language Education. 
Springer.

 
de Oliveira, L. C. (2016). A language-based approach to content instruction (LACI) in 

science for English language learners. In A. Oliveira & M. Weinburgh (Eds), 
Science teacher preparation in content-based second language acquisition (pp. 
41-58). Association of Science Teacher Education and Springer.

 
de Oliveira, L. C. (2016). The Common Core State Standards and English language 

learners: Implications for writing instruction. In T. Ruecker & C. Ortmeier-
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Hooper (Eds), Transitions/Disruptions: The journeys of multilingual students 
writing in high schools, bridge programs, and colleges. New York: Routledge.

 
de Oliveira, L. C. (2016). Examining cause and effect in historical texts: An integration of

language and content. In L. C. de Oliveira (Ed.), The Common Core State 
Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 
for English Language Learners: Grades 6–12 (pp. 7-17). Alexandria, VA: TESOL
Press.

Frodesen, J. & Wald, M. (2016). Exploring options in academic writing: Effective 
vocabulary and grammar use. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.

Gleason, J. & Slater, T. (2016, June 23). Patterns of tasks, patterns of talk: Developing 
meaning in two third-year Spanish courses. Language, Culture and Curriculum. 
DOI:10.1080/07908318.2016.1195398

Goodman, K. S., Peter, F. H., & Steven, S. L. (2016). Reading—the grand illusion: How 
and why people make sense of print. New York and London: Routledge.

Hammond, J. (2016). Dialogic space: intersections between dialogic teaching and 
systemic functional linguistics. Research Papers in Education, 31(1), 5-22.

Harman, R., Ahn, S., & Bogue, B. (2016). Reflective Language Teacher Education: 
Fostering Discourse Awareness through a Critical Performance Process. Teacher 
and Teaching Education, 59,228-238. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2016.06.006

Harman, R., Johnson, L., & Chagoya, E. (2016). Bilingual youth voices in middle school:
Performance, storytelling and photography. In S. Greene, K. Burke, & M. 
McKenna (Eds.), Community reframing public spaces: Youth voices, literacies, 
and civic engagement. London: Routledge.

He, W. (2017). Subject in Chinese Existential Constructions: A Systemic Functional 
Approach. Australian Journal of Linguistics, 37(1), 37-59.

Hunston, S. (2016). An inspiring advocate for Systemic Functional Linguistics. 
Functions of Language, 1-8. doi: 10.1075/fol.23.1.001hun

Jaeger, E. L. (2016). ‘This is a message for……’: Third graders’ use of written text 
functions to facilitate interpersonal relationships. Journal of Early Childhood 
Literacy, 16(1), 107-133. doi:10.1177/1468798414552508 

Klingelhofer, R. R., & Schleppegrell, M. J. (2016). Functional grammar analysis in 
support of dialogic instruction with text: Scaffolding purposeful, cumulative 
dialogue with English learners. Research Papers in Education, 31(1), 70-88. DOI:
10.1080/02671522.2016.1106701.
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Lewis, M. & Zisselsberger, M. (2016). Identifying the writing assets of emerging 
bilingual students: Toward preparing preservice English teachers for equitable 
assessment. In de Oliveira, L. & Schoffner, M. (Eds.), ELA teachers and ELL stud
ents:Preparing English language arts teachers to teach English language learner
s. UK: Palgrave MacMillan.

Liardét, C. L. (2016). Nominalization and grammatical metaphor: Elaborating the 
theory. English for Specific Purposes, 44, 16-29.

Mannion, P. (2016). Review of the book Meaning Making in Text: Multimodal and 
Multilingual Functional Perspectives, by Sonja Starc, Carys Jones, & Arianna 
Maiorani. The Reading Matrix: An International Online Journal, 16(2), 252. 

Martin, J. R. (2016). Meaning matters: a short history of systemic functional 
linguistics. Word, 62(1), 35-58.

Maton, K., Martin, J. R., & Matruglio, E. S. (2016). LCT and systemic functional
linguistics: Enacting complementary theories for explanatory power. In K. Maton,
S.Hood & S. Shay (Eds.), Knowledge-building: Educational studies in 
Legitimation Code Theory (pp. 93-113). UK: Routledge.

Menard, R. (2016). Doing equality and difference: Representation and alignment in 
Finnish identification. Text & Talk, 36(6), 733-755. doi: 10.1515/text-2016-0032.

Miller, R.T., Mitchell, T.D., & Pessoa, S. (2016). Impact of source text genre and prompts
on students’ genre uptake. Journal of Second Language Writing 11, 11-24.

Miller, R. T., & Pessoa, S. (2016). Where's your thesis statement and what happened to 
your topic sentences? Identifying organizational challenges in undergraduate 
student argumentative writing. TESOL Journal, 7, 847-873.

Mitchell, T. D., Miller, R. T., & Pessoa, S. (2016). Longitudinal changes in use of 
Engagement in university history writing: A case study. In L. Lai, A. Mahboob, 
and P. Wang (Eds). Multiperspective studies of language: Theory and application 
(pp. 145-153). Beijing: Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press.

Nenchin, J. (2016). Beyond tradition: Using Systemic Functional Linguistics in ESL 
teaching and teacher preparation. Contact 42(4). [Ontario TESL]. 

O’Hallaron, C. & Schleppegrell, M. J. (2016). Conceptualizing “voice” in children’s 
academic arguments. Assessing Writing 30:63-73.

Ramirez, A. (in press 2017). Paraphrastic academic writing as entry point for first 
generation advanced bilingual college students. In R. Harman (ed.). Critical 
take(s) on Systemic Functional Linguistics: Academic Literacies, Multilingual 
Learners and Social Equity. Springer.
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Ramírez, A., & Salinas, C.  (in press 2017). The grammar of neoliberalism: What 
textbooks reveal about the education of Spanish speakers in Mexico, Colombia 
and the United States. In C. Roofe, & C. Bezzina   (Eds). Intercultural Studies of 
Curriculum: Theory, Policy and Practice. Palgrave MacMillan. 

 
Rose, D. (in press 2017). Languages of Schooling: embedding literacy learning with 

genre-based pedagogy in Languages of Schooling: Explorations into disciplinary 
literacies. Special issue of European Journal of Applied Linguistics. 

Rose, D. (in press 2017). Engaging children in the pleasures of literature and verbal art 
in English in Australia.

Rose, D. (in press 2017). Embedding literacy skills in academic teaching In Rolls, N., E. 
Chambers & A. Northedge Teaching at University in Times of Diversity: Higher 
Education pedagogy and practice. London, UK: Palgrave Macmillan 

Rose, D. (in press 2017). Embedding reading and writing in curriculum learning. 
Sprogforum (Language Forum journal).

Rose, D. (in press 2017). Building a pedagogic metalanguage I: Curriculum genres and 
Building a pedagogic metalanguage II: Knowledge genres II. J Martin [Ed.] 
Appliable Linguistics and Academic Discourse. Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Rose, D. (2016) Engaging and supporting all our students to read and learn from 
reading. PETAA Paper 202. Sydney: Primary English Teaching Association 
Australia. 

Rose, D. 2016. Teaching reading and writing with Aboriginal children. In N Harrison 
Teaching and Learning in Aboriginal Education (3rd ed.). Sydney, AUS: Oxford 
University Press.

Rose, D. (in press) Evaluating the task of language learning. In B Miller, P McCardle & 
V Connelly [Eds.] Development of writing skills in individuals with learning 
difficulties. (Studies In Writing Series). Leiden: Brill, 30pp

Ryshina-Pankova, M. (2016). Scaffolding advanced literacy in the FL classroom: 
Implementing a genre-driven content-based approach. In L. Cammarata 
(Ed.), Content-based foreign language teaching: Curriculum and pedagogy for 
developing advanced thinking and literacy skills. (pp. 51-76). NY: Routledge.

Salmaso, G., & Moore, N. (2016). Editorial: Introduction to special issue of IJLS: 
Systemic functional linguistics and (critical) discourse analysis. International 
Journal of Language Studies, 10(2), 1-3.

Schleppegrell, M.J. (2017). Systemic Functional Grammar in the K-12 classroom. In Eli 
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Hinkel (Ed.), Handbook of Research in Second Language Teaching and
Learning v. 3 (pp. 384-396). New York: Routledge.

Schleppegrell, M. J. (2016). Content-based language teaching with functional grammar in
the elementary school. Language Teaching, 49, 116-128. 
doi:10.1017/S0261444814000093.

Schleppegrell, M. J., & Palincsar, A. (2016). Contribution to “Researcher voices.” In H. 
de Silva Joyce & S. Feez (Eds.), Exploring literacies: Theory, research and 
practice. NY: Palgrave Macmillan.

Sembiante, S., Ramírez, J. A., & de Oliveira, L. C. (accepted). Using multimodal 
practices to support students’ access to academic language and content in Spanish 
and English. In L. de Oliveira, & B. Smith (Eds). Expanding Literacy Practices 
Across Multiple Modes and Languages for Multilingual Students, (pp.1-25).

Shin, D. (2016). Language-based content instruction on science reports in a first grade 
classroom and English language learner’s academic literacy development. In L.de 
Oliveira & T. Silva (Eds.), L2 writing in elementary classrooms. NY: 
Palgrave/MacMillan.

Shrestha, P. N. (2017). Investigating the learning transfer of genre features and 
conceptual knowledge from an academic literacy course to business studies: 
Exploring the potential of dynamic assessment. Journal of English for Academic 
Purposes, 25, 1-17.

Shum, M. S. K., Tai, C. P., & Shi, D. (2016). Using ‘Reading to Learn’ (R2L) pedagogy 
to teach discussion genre to non-Chinese-speaking students in Hong Kong. 
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 1-11, 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13670050.2016.1159653

Simmons, A.M. (2016). Responsible grammar rebels: Using the Hunger Games trilogy to 
teach the intentional sentence fragment. Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy,
59(4), 387-395.

Simmons, A.M. (2016). Supporting critical literacy in high school English by using 
systemic functional linguistics to analyze fantasy, canonical, and non-fiction texts.
Critical Inquiry in Language Studies, 13(3), 183-209.

Spycher, P. and Spycher, T. (2016). Writing arguments in world languages: Scaffolding 
content and language learning simultaneously. In Luciana deOliveira (Ed.) The 
Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts for English Language 
Learners: Literacy in the Technical Subjects, Grades 6-12. Alexandria, VA: 
TESOL Press.

Webster, J. J., & Peng, X. (Eds.). (2017). Applying Systemic Functional Linguistics: The
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State of the Art in China Today. Bloomsbury Publishing.

Westerlund, R. (2016). WIDA focus on bulletin: Writing with a purpose. Madison, WI: 
Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System. Retrieved from: 
https://www.wida.us/get.aspx?id=2095

Xiang, G. (2016). Evaluation in US and Japanese history textbooks. Text & Talk, 36(2),
221-243. doi: 10.1515/text-2016-0011 

Zisselsberger, M. (2016). Toward a more Humanizing pedagogy: Leveling the 
cultural and linguistic capital of students in a fifth grade writing classroom. 
Bilingual Research Journal, 39, 121-137.

Zisselsberger, M. & Catts, L. (2017). Exploring the process of developing written 
mathematical explanations in a culturally and linguistically diverse fifth grade 
classroom. Journal of Literacy and Social Responsibility, 9, 26-41.

Zisselsberger, M. & Collins, K. (2016). Whose language is legit? Intersections of race, 
ethnicity and language. Journal of Cases in Educational Leadership, 19, 51-61.

ISFC 2018 at Boston College—from Maria Brisk

The following features make Boston College an attractive place to host the International 
Systemic Functional Congress (ISFC) 2018: The venue, number of supporting 
universities in the area, and the city itself.

1. Boston College. The university is located approximately 4 miles west of 
downtown Boston, served by several subway lines.  Nearby there are clusters of 
shopping areas with numerous restaurants.
BC Bureau of Conferences is experienced in holding events and would facilitate 
the arrangements.  They have already produced a plan and a budget estimating the
costs and what it would approximately mean in terms of registration cost.
There will be a large meeting room as well as breakout rooms available in 
proximity of each other. One dormitory will be made available at a reasonable 
price.  Guests will be informed of hotels and B&B in the area as a different 
option.  The BOC will arrange for morning and midday meals and technical 
support with equipment in the conference rooms.
The new museum building is a possible option for the closing banquet.

2. Supporting Universities. There are a number of faculty members at universities 
in the greater Boston area as well as adjacent states who are interested in SFL and 
have already expressed interest in providing support with the planning and during 
the conference.  In addition, there are number of schools in the area that have 
been using pedagogies informed by SFL.  Their staff could provide support as 
well as participate in the conference.
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3. Boston and vicinity.  Boston is served by an international airport with direct 
flights from many parts of the world.  The subway system gives access to the 
airport all the way to Boston College and area hotels.

The city offers many attractions for visitors, all of which are also accessible by 
public transportation. In addition, the New England states with beaches and 
national parks are a short car ride away.

We will need a lot of volunteers to help with ISFC 2018 in Boston: (see below for 
some needs already established)

Local Committee (people in the greater Boston area)
To work with the local committee chair Frank Daniello fdaniell@lesley.edu

Session Coordinators. For introducing and managing colloquia and sets of 3 30 minute 
papers to insure that the speakers are there, they have everything they need and they keep
the presentations on time. Contact Maria Brisk about volunteering. 

For vetting proposals
Connect with Margaret Berg <margaret.berg@unco.edu>   and Jingzi Huang University 
of Northern Colorado.<Jingzi.Huang@unco.edu>
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